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SUBJECT: STATUS OF FORMER VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN DIPLOMATS 

1. EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED COPY OF LETTER SENT BY GENERAL ROMULO 
TO GORMER GVN AMBASSADOR RHANH, STATING THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS 
HAS QUOTE APPROVED MY RECOMMENDATION THAT YOU AND THE MEMBERS 
OF YOUR STAFF, ALONG WITH YOUR RESPECTIVE DEPENDENTS, BE 

GIVEN TEMPORARY RESIDENCE IN THE PHILIPPINES. THIS APPROVAL 
IS SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION THAT NONE OF YOU WILL ENGAGE 
IN ANY ACTIVITY OF A POLITICAL NATURE WHILE YOU ARE IN THIS 
COUNTRY. UNQUOTE 

2. COMMENT: FROM CONVERSATIONS EMBOFFS HAD HAD IN PAST 
FEW DAYS WITH ROMULO AND COMMISSIONER VERA, EMBASSY TAKES 
LANGUAGE OF THE LETTER AS AN EFFECTIVE IF OBLIQUE DENIAL OF 
ASYLUM TO THE VIETNAMESE. WE ARE CHECKING TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER CAMBODIANS HAVE BEEN SIMILARLY ADVISED. IN MEANTIME, 
UNDP AND UNHOR REPS HAVE BEGUN TO CONFER WITH GOP AND THE 
DIPLOMATS THEMSELVES REGARDING FUTURE POSSIBILITIES, AND 

WE WOULD EXPECT A READING NEXT WEEK. PURNELL 
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